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3ÃÁÐÅÇÏÁÔ 'ÁÒÄÅÎȭÓ -ÉÓÓÉÏÎ 
Scapegoat Garden is a collaborative dance theater 

based in Hartford, Connecticut, 
driven to create daring, interdisciplinary performance 

that goes in through the nose, eyes, skin, ears and mouth 
to stir those who witness or participate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scapegoat Garden accomplishes this mission in the form of: 

Innovative performance works layered in 
multi-sensory stimulation, attention to detail, 
athleticism, storytelling and vulnerability.  These 
works, created through collaboration are 
presented to the public in theaters, alternative 
performance spaces and on video. 

Community-building collaborative projects 
generated by exceptional artists, with diverse 
talents and skills, who support one another and 
the collective work. 

Ground-breaking arts education programs 
geared to, but not limited to, teenagers and 
young adults-making merging live performance 
with popular media (music, film and video) to 
engage, inform and transform through 
pioneering performances, workshops, lecture-
demonstrations and video works. 

Significant contributions to the cultural 
fabric of Connecticut; encouraging the 
creation and maturation of local arts and artists 
through advocacy and involvement in 
community arts organizations. 

Bitter, Sweet, and Salt Water Breaths (2007) 
Photo by Adam Miller 



5 

 

About Scapegoat Garden 
Scapegoat Garden was founded by Deborah Goffe in 2002 and established as a non-
profit 501(c)(3) arts organization in 2004. The companyôs work has been driven by the 
Hartford-nativeôs ongoing quest to balance technique, form, integral process, and a 
genuine expression of the human experience.  Since its inception, Scapegoat Garden 
has held collaboration at the root of its creative process.  The varied backgrounds, 
training, interests, places of origin, and life experiences of each collaborator informs the 
development of new work as it is conceived and shaped by the companyôs director.  
With a unique vision for the relationship between seemingly unrelated objects/ 
ideas/people, the work is shaped by an ever increasing interest in movement, word, and 
songôs potential to reveal manôs inner life. Scapegoat Garden invites its audiences to 
participate in a heightened theatrical experience by choosing themes that are as much 
personal as they are universal.  

Scapegoat Gardenôs repertory has been selected for performance in festivals and 
venues throughout the region including: the Bushnellôs Belding Theater, Trinity 
Collegeôs Austin Arts Center, the Carol Autorino Center at Saint Joseph College, 
Hartfordôs Charter Oak Cultural Center, the International Festival of Arts and Ideas in 
New Haven, Wesleyan University's Center for the Arts, Truro Center for the Arts in 
Provincetown, White Mountain Dance Festival at Springfield College, as well as New 
York Cityôs Raw Material Performance Series, Artistôs of Tomorrow Festival, DUMBO 
Dance Festival and 92nd Street Y. 

ñi want to speak, but ...ò  (2004) 
Photos by Steven Schreiber 
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About the Artistic Director 

 

Deborah Goffe (Artistic Director) is a performer, choreographer, dance educator and 
video artist. She is Founder and Artistic Director of Scapegoat Garden, a collaborative 
dance theater based in Hartford, Connecticut, driven to create daring interdisciplinary 
dance performance that goes in through the nose, eyes skin, ears and mouth to stir 
those who witness and participate. Since earning her BFA in modern dance from the 
University of the Arts and an MFA in dance performance and choreography from 
California Institute of the Arts, Scapegoat Garden has served as the vehicle and 
creative community through which she cultivates artistic innovation, exploring dance 
and its intersection with other media.  She has been awarded Artist's Fellowship Grants 
from the Connecticut Commission on Culture and Tourism and the Greater Hartford Arts 
Council for her choreographic work.  In 2008, she was awarded a Surdna Artist 
Teachers Fellowship which funded the first phase of her creative collaboration with 
Mano Preto, choreographer and Artistic Director of Cape Verdeôs internationally 
acclaimed Raiz di Polon. Deborah has been named the 2010 New England Emerging 
Artist in Residence at the Bates Dance Festival where Scapegoat Garden will perform, 
and where she will begin creative research on a new choreographic work. 

In addition to her work with Scapegoat Garden, Deborah has created video works and 
sound designs for the Judy Dworin Performance Project (with whom she performed for 
several years), and the Greater Hartford Arts Council. Deborah has taught dance and 
related courses in a number of institutions, including Belmont High School in Los 
Angeles, California Institute of the Arts, CREC's Center for Creative Youth at Wesleyan 
University, University of Hartford/Hartt School/Community Division, Trinity College, and 
CulturArte - a youth arts summer residency program in Cape Verde, Africa. She has 
served on the faculty of CREC's Greater Hartford Academy of the Artsô since 2003.  

Photo by Peter Dressel 


